
           

As we all know, today is April Fool’s Day, and with any luck you’ve made it this far without getting 

pranked. I know growing up it was one of the days that none of us accomplished anything at school, 

because we were either busy trying to trick one of our friends or watching over our shoulder so that 

we weren’t the one pranked. And it’s one thing having some innocent fun amongst friends, but it’s 

another thing when it becomes an everyday affair. That’s probably why the Bible has so much to say 

about “fools” and “folly,” and there are some things I want to challenge us on through these April 

Devotions that I pray will cause us all to stop, think and pray. But in honor of this often over-looked 

holiday, I thought I’d start each day with one of the corniest jokes I could find. So here goes…. 

How do you get a one armed fool out of a tree? Wave to him.   

As stupid as that sounds, think how often we allow ourselves to become distracted by the things of 

the world and lose focus on what’s truly important. And before you know it, you find yourself 

carelessly free falling to the ground. It says in Proverbs 14:16, “One who is wise is cautious and turns 

away from evil, but a fool is reckless and careless.”  I’m sure there are times when we’ve all been 

“reckless and careless,” but the important thing is that we learn from our mistakes. You see, a fool 

throws caution to the wind and makes the same mistakes again and again. The alcoholic returns to 

the bar, the porn addict returns to the computer, the discontent returns to the mall, the gambler 

returns to the casino. But the wise man simply returns to the Word, returns to his knees in prayer, and 

returns to God. Which man are you?  

Scriptures (ESV) – Day #1 

 

Proverbs 14:16, “One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is reckless and 

careless.”   

 

Proverbs 14:24, “The crown of the wise is their wealth, but the folly of fools brings folly.” 

 

Proverbs 18:6-7, “A fool's lips walk into a fight, and his mouth invites a beating. A fool's mouth is his 

ruin, and his lips are a snare to his soul.” 

 

1 Corinthians 1:20, “Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” 

 

Questions – Day #1 

 

1. Are there areas in your life where you’re being careless instead of cautious; or reckless instead of 

repentant?        

 

2. What could you do right now to turn away from the evil that tempts you?     

 

3. Have you climbed a tree you have no business climbing? If so, what are you going to do about it?      
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As we continue talking about Fools and their Folly, I thought I’d share another corny joke.  How do 

you make a fool laugh on a Sunday?  Tell him a joke on Saturday.  

 

I know, that was an extremely lame joke, and if you didn’t laugh, hopefully you’ll get it by tomorrow. 

But as I thought about it more, I began to consider how many people treat the Sunday Sabbath as 

nothing but a joke. For example; take this alleged New Year’s letter written from a church member to 

their pastor. 

 

Dear Pastor: 

You often stress attendance at worship as being very important for a Christian, but I think a person 

has a right to miss now and then. I think every person ought to be excused for the following reasons 

and the number of times indicated: 

 

Christmas Holidays (the Sunday before & after) 2 

New Year’s (the party lasted too long) 1 

Easter (get away for the holidays) 2 

July 4th (national holidays) 1 

Labor Day (need to get away) 2 

Memorial Day (visit hometown folk) 1 

School closing (kids need a break) 1 

School reopens (one last fling) 1 

Family reunions (mine & wife’s) 3 

Sleep late (stayed up too long Saturday night) 9 

Deaths in family 2 

Anniversary (second honeymoon) 1 

Sickness (one per family member) 5 

Business trip (a must) 1 

Vacation (three to four weeks) 6 

Bad weather (ice, snow, rain, clouds) 2 

Ball games 2 

Races 2 

Unexpected company (can’t walk out) 2 

Time changes (spring & fall) 2 

Specials on TV (Super Bowl, etc) 3 

Pastor, that leaves two Sundays per year. So, you can count on us to be in church on the 4th Sunday 

in February and the 3rd Sunday in August unless we are providentially hindered. 

 

Sincerely,   

A Faithful Member 

April 2018  

DEVO:   “April Fools and Folly” #2 

By: Pastor Dan Lund 



Friends, that is one of the most foolish mindsets you’ll ever come across. In Luke 24:25 (ESV), Jesus 

said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” Over 

and over the prophets warned Israel about turning away from God, and neglecting the Word, or 

turning to idols. And here, Jesus calls it foolishness if we’re slow in our heart toward the things of 

God. However, when we neglect the importance of the church we are doing the very same thing. If 

we allow Sunday sports or activities to become more important than church, isn’t it a type of idol?   

 

Scriptures (ESV) – Day #2 

 

Luke 24:25, Jesus said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 

have spoken!” 

Proverbs 26:4-5, “Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself. Answer a fool 
according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.”  

Proverbs 10:23, “Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool, but wisdom is pleasure to a man of 
understanding.” 

Questions – Day #2 

 

1. Have you neglected the challenge of the prophets to remain faithful to the Lord?        

 

2. Have you found yourself slacking in your involvement or commitment to the church?  

 

3. Are there things you’ve allowed to become more important in your life than your faithfulness to the 

church and the body of Christ?     

 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+26%3A4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+10%3A23&version=ESV


           

How many of you have ever made a ridiculous mistake that you tried to cover up? I remember trying 

to give myself a haircut one day, and after cleaning the trimmer I forgot to put my guard back on. 

Well, I’m sure you can imagine what happened when I went to finish my haircut. I put the trimmer to 

my head and gave myself a bald spot, but there was no covering it up. And that reminds me of yet 

another lame April fool’s joke;   

 

How do you know when a fool has used the computer? There’s white out on the screen. 

 

I think we’d all laugh at the fool who used white out on their computer screen, but I wonder how many 

people just as foolishly try to white out or cover up things in their own life. Proverbs 19:1 (ESV) says, 

“Better is a poor person who walks in his integrity than one who is crooked in speech and is a fool.”  

We have all done things at times that we wished we could redo, or better yet, undo. And I’m grateful 

that there is forgiveness, mercy and grace at the cross. But it’s only found through repentance. 

Covering up our mistakes, or trying to use white out on the screen of our life to paint a false façade to 

the world, will never pay off in the end. Even if you’re able to cover certain things up in the eyes of 

man, you’ll never hide anything from the Lord, and only a fool will try. As men of faith we must walk in 

integrity and truth because Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father 

through deception and lies. We only come to the Father through the Son, Jesus Christ.   

 

Scriptures (ESV) – Day #3 

 

Proverbs 19:1, “Better is a poor person who walks in his integrity than one who is crooked in speech 

and is a fool.”   

Proverbs 28:26, “Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be 
delivered.” 

Proverbs 19:3, “When a man's folly brings his way to ruin, his heart rages against the LORD.” 

Proverbs 15:14, “The heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledge, but the mouths of fools 
feed on folly.” 

Questions – Day #3 

 

1. Are there areas of your life you are foolishly trying to cover up? Is there white out on your screen 

that needs to be wiped clean?      

 

2. Are you being honest with yourself about the areas you need to repent or grow?    

 

3. Are there areas in your life where your integrity has been challenged? How have you handled it?   

 

April 2018  

DEVO:   “April Fools and Folly” #3 

By: Pastor Dan Lund 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+28%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+19%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+15%3A14&version=ESV


           

Have you ever heard the saying “Monkey see, monkey do?”  My parents used to say that when I was 

young they’d talk to me about peer pressure because they didn’t want me to be the kind of person 

who just followed the crowd. They wanted to raise a young man who could think and reason for 

himself instead of just doing what he saw everyone else do. It’s amazing how much our lives are 

guided by what we see, which brings us to another April Fool’s joke:  

 

Why did the fool climb the glass wall? To see what was on the other side. 

 

And that is so true, because we always want to see what’s on the other side. And for some reason, 

the grass on the other side always seems to be greener. In 1 John 2:15-16 it says, “Do not love the 

world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For 

everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not 

from the Father but from the world.”  But that’s why it’s so important that we guard our eyes. In many 

ways they are the inlet to our heart and soul. “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise 

man listens to advice” (Proverbs 12:15, ESV). It’s funny because in life, if we climb glass walls to see 

what’s on the other side, we’re usually going to find a gorilla or a lion or something we should only 

looked at through the glass. It would take a real fool to climb in with the animal; right? And yet that’s 

what so many people do.  

 

So, let me encourage you not to fall into the world’s traps. Let me encourage you to be wise as a 

serpent and stay out of the lion’s den. Let me remind you that the grass is not always greener on the 

other side and don’t be a fool. There are things in the world we cannot help but see around us, but 

don’t climb the glass wall and become a part of it. We are in the world, but we don’t have to be of the 

world. Only fools enter into worldliness.   

 

Scriptures (ESV) – Day #4 

Proverbs 12:15, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.” 

1 Corinthians 2:14, “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” 

Proverbs 24:9, “The devising of folly is sin, and the scoffer is an abomination to mankind.” 

Questions – Day #4 

 

1. Do you think there is a point in life when we outgrow peer pressure? Why or why not?      

  

2. Have you ever climbed into a situation that you wish you would have avoided? How did you get 

out of it and what did you learn from it?     
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3. Have you battled jealousy or envy as you look through the glass into someone else’s life? If you 

have battled “the lust of your eyes,” then name it and repent from it because the grass isn’t always 

greener on the other side.   

 

           
 

One of the most frustrating things to deal with as a pastor is a person who has no work ethic. They 

usually have excuses for everything, but solutions for nothing. And they always want to be connected 

to people in a task so that others can pull their load. For example; 

 

How many fools does it take to change a light bulb? It takes three, one to hold the bulb and 

two to turn the chair. 

 

But the reality is that there are times in life when we have to accept personal responsibility, be a self-

initiator, and put the lightbulb in by ourselves. As men of faith, there is so much to do for the Kingdom 

of God that we have to able to see a need and meet a need. And there is no time left for foolishness, 

laziness and excuses.  

There’s an old Persian legend about a certain king who needed a faithful servant and had to choose 
between two candidates for the office. He took both at fixed wages and told them to fill a basket with 
water from a nearby well, saying that he would come in the evening to inspect their work. 
 
After dumping one or two buckets of water into the basket, one of the men said, "What is the good of 
doing this useless work? As soon as we pour the water in, it runs out the sides of the basket. I’ll never 
get the basket filled, so you can continue if you want but I’m done. " 
 
The other answered, "But we have our wages, haven’t we? The use is the master’s business, not 
ours. He is a wise King and must have his own purpose that we do not understand." "I’m not going to 
do a fool’s work," replied the complainer. Throwing down his bucket, he left.  
The other man continued until he had drained the well. And when the well was empty, he looked 
down into it, and he saw something shining at the bottom - it was a block of gold.  

It says in Proverbs 18:2 (ESV), “A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his 
opinion.”  There are times when we’re all tempted to foolishly do things our way based on our 
understanding. But we have to remember that God’s ways are higher than our ways and if we’ll 
simply walk by faith, and labor for the Lord, our reward will come. Many times we can’t see the prize 
in the moment, but faith is the evidence of things hoped for, not the evidence of what we see. And 
many times the reason we make foolish decisions is because we’re focused on the wrong things. For 
example, maybe we’re focused on trying to fill the basket instead of focusing on emptying out the 
well.  
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Scriptures (ESV) – Day #5 

 

Proverbs 18:2, “A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion.”   

Proverbs 10:8, “The wise of heart will receive commandments, but a babbling fool will come to ruin.” 

Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.” 

 

Questions – Day #5 

 

1. Have you ever been asked to do something that felt foolish in the moment, only to later discover 

that the purpose was clear?  

 

2. On a scale of 1-10, with one being the weakest and ten the strongest; how would you rate your 

level of faith to trust in God’s leading through His Word, His Spirit, or through godly leadership?     

 

3. Are there things God is wanting you to do, but you’ve been making excuses? Pray and ask the Lord 

to help you know how, when and where you can serve in His kingdom.     

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+10%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+1%3A7&version=ESV


           

There is literally nowhere in the world that has been more saturated with the message of the gospel 

than America. You can hardly drive a mile in America without seeing some kind of church or finding a 

place where the message of Christ has been preached. But having said that, it’s hard to believe the 

declining spiritual state and the rising level of biblical illiteracy that surrounds us. It’s as if America has 

become too self-sufficient, too blessed and too wise for its own good. America, to a great extent, has 

foolishly bought into the lies that good is good enough and God is no longer a necessity. But let me 

ask you this;   

 

What’s the one thing a fool always believes? He believes he can’t be fooled.  

 

You see, America acts like we have all the answers and we can’t be fooled because we’re the nation 

everyone wants to be. We’re the land of liberty. And while I love America and I still believe it’s the 

greatest nation in the world, the reality is that we’ve bought into our own foolishness and folly. We’ve 

drunk our own Kool-Aid. We think we have all the answers and in many ways we’ve convinced 

ourselves that we are the answer. But Jesus is only answer for this life and the life to come and we 

must fight the good fight and finish our race well.  

Polycarp of Smyrna was brought before the Roman authorities and told to curse Christ and he would 

be released. He replied, "Eighty-six years have I served him, and he has done me no wrong: how 

then can I blaspheme my king who saved me?" The Roman officer replied, "Listen you fool, unless 

you change your mind, I will have you burnt." But Polycarp said, "You threaten a fire that burns for an 

hour, and after a while is quenched; for you are ignorant of the judgement to come and of everlasting 

punishment reserved for the ungodly. Do what you wish." And like Stephen and the many apostles 

before him, Polycarp was martyred for his faith, but he soon received his crown.  

 

The message of the cross seems foolish to so many people. But the Apostle Paul put it this way in 1 

Corinthians 1:18 (ESV), “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God.” We have to understand that for many people, the message of 

the cross seems foolish. But the wisest thing we can do is to prove them wrong by allowing the saving 

power of God to transform us. Fools may try to deny the message, but it will be hard for them to deny 

the evidence of your faith.  
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Scriptures (ESV) – Day #6 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18, “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.” 

 

Psalm 14:1, “The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable 
deeds, there is none who does good.” 
 

1 Corinthians 1:21, “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.” 

1 Corinthians 1:23, “But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.” 

 
Questions – Day #6 

 

1. Have you ever fought about something you believed only to find out you’d been wrong?         

  

 

2. Why do you think so many people in America see the cross as foolishness?  

 

 

3. Have you personally given your life to Christ by accepting his death on the cross, asking forgiveness 

and believing in the power of His resurrection? If not, then just say the simple prayer below and by 

God’s love, grace and mercy, and by your faith you shall be saved: 

 

PRAYER: Dear Jesus, I believe that you are the son of God who came, died and arose to pay the 

consequences for my sin. I ask you to forgive me, fill me with your Holy Spirit and save me from the 

consequences of my own sin. Empower me to live for you as an example to the world.  

In Jesus Name, Amen!  

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+14%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A23&version=ESV


           

I hope you found wisdom in something I’ve shared through these devotions, but let me leave you one 

final April Fool’s joke;  

 

How do you sink a submarine full of fools?  Knock on the door. 

 

It’s sad to think how many people drown in their sin every day because they foolishly opened the 

door for the enemy to come in and flood their lives. And the reality is that each day people foolishly 

die and go to their graves never having accepted Christ. The Bible says in Revelation 3:20 that Jesus 

“stands at the door and knocks,” but we must let him in. And that seems simple enough, but the 

problem is that Satan is also trying to knock on the same doors and create confusion. And many 

times, as people are looking for something to fill the voids in their life, they wind up allowing Satan in 

instead of the Lord. And for most people, it’s not even intentional. They just follow the crowd and 

before they know it, their submarine is sinking.  

This short poem was sent in to the editor of the Fort Mill Times, Fort Mill, South Carolina, by Mrs. Ruth 

G. Lane of Savannah, Georgia: 

Two fools had cars they thought perfection;  

They met one day at an intersection, 

Tooted their horns and made a connection.  

A police car came and made an inspection;  

An ambulance came and made a collection.  

All that is left is a recollection  

And two less votes in the next election. 

And we might add that there were two graves more in a cemetery section.     

 

You see, there are people going to their graves every day, and many times it’s because of the foolish 

way they have lived their lives. If we live a life of folly, sooner or later it will catch up with us. That’s 

why it says in Proverbs 26:11 (ESV), “Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his 

folly.” You may think you’re getting away with certain things in your life and that nobody knows, but 

the deeds done in darkness will eventually be exposed in the light. But let me remind us all again that 

the wisest thing we can do in this life, is prepare ourselves for the afterlife. And the only way to 

prepare is by giving our life to Christ and walking in the light.  

 

Remember this; if you’re going to be a fool, be a fool for Christ and let the world see how crazy in love 

with God you truly are!    
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Scriptures (ESV) – Day #7 

 

Proverbs 26:11, “Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.” 

 

1 Corinthians 1:27, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 

weak in the world to shame the strong;”  

 

1 Corinthians 1:25, “For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.”  

 

1 Corinthians 3:19, “For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the 

wise in their craftiness,” 

 

Questions – Day #7 

 

1. Is there an area in your life where you’ve opened the door to the enemy?       

  

 

2. Are there things you’ve confessed and asked the Lord to forgive, only to find yourself returning to 

the vomit like a dog?     

 

 

3. Pray about who you can trust as an accountability person in your life to help you walk in victory 

and true repentance in every area of your life. WHY? Because someday our submarine will sink, we 

will stand before the great judge, and our hearts must be ready.      


